CPGC Connecticut Professional Genealogists Council
Post Office Box 4273, Hartford, Connecticut 06147-4273

T N&TING ' Meetin n
7 g held at Connecticut Historical Society
N%HURSM%?“ 1 Elizabeth Street, Hartford Connecticut

i oV 14, iza eet, ° onnecticu

Attending: Donna Siemiatkoski, Warren Buchanan, Dianne B. Lenti, Jack Kuras, Lucille Shea, Robert
Rafford, Harlan Jessup, Bonnic Norman, Barbara Ferris, Helen S. Ulimann, Ron Cormier, Neil Sundt.
BUSINESS MEETING was called to order at 10:00 a.m. by President Donna Siemiatkoski.

Secretary's report of September 12, 1996 was read and accepted with corrections noted. Roger
Joslyn's written note with corrections was read and put on file with the Secretary's report. Of special note are
the following corrections (paragraph 9, page 4, September 1996 minutes): "Roger Joslyn, New Windsor NY,
knows of the NARF, Native American Rights Foundation because ¢ his work wi jian tribes in the
northeast seeking Federal recognition....", "The records center in Bayonne NJ will...... ", "The Archivist of the
Uhited States is..." Kathryn Black also forwarded a correction *NEHGS Library will be closing for
renovation, not asbestos removal" (1) Harlan Jessup (2) Jack Kuras.

Treasurer's report was read and placed on file for audit with cash on hand of $392.19.

THE MEMBERS DISCUSSED various towns and the new law which pertains to CT Vital Records
(effective Oct 1, 1996). Hartford CT and New Haven CT vital record offices are now open for research
during hours open to the public; appointments should be made in advance. Old records of Milford CT prior
to 1750 are all at the CT State Library. Branford CT early records have not been microfilmed.

Member Heolon Ullman's latest book Nusmeggor Inder is new available from CT Society of
Genealogists, P. O. Box 435, Glastonbury, CT 06033-0435 for $34.95 plus $3.00 S&H and CT sales tax
$2.10 (if applicable). This index covers The Connecticut Nutmegger, volumes 1-28. A motion was made and
accepied to congratulate Helen for her hard work and perseverance in completing this much need reference
tool. (1) Jack Kuras (2) Harlan Jessup.

Ron Cormier stated that Eastern Connecticut College in Willimantic CT has an excellent "Connecticut
Room" located on the 2nd floor of the library which is available to conduct research in.
CORRESPONDENCE AND COMMITTEE MATTERS:

Adoption records notice received from CT Department of Health. John N. Boccaccio, M. S. M,,
Registrar of Vital Records, Hartford CT has notified CPGC that any person with an adoption relationship,
that is seeking access to their original birth records, should contact the Adoption Resource Exchange
(Department of Children and Family), Undercliff Road, Whitchall Building #2, Meriden CT 06450. Ph: 203-
238-6640.

Virginia Buracchi's busy life leaves her with little time for professional research. CPGC member
Virginia Buracchi has found it necessary to submit her resignation from membership, as she does not have
time to devote to being a professional genealogist due to her many varied duties as CT Chapter Registrar for
the National Society Daughters of Founders and Patriots of America, Registrar for the Society of the
Founders of Norwich CT Inc. and Registrar of the Nathan Hale Memorial Chapter, DAR, plus her family and
other obligations. We wish Virginia well in her present and future endeavors.

New England Regional Conference; advertising space in the syllabus is still available at the
following prices: Full page 10" x 7.5" $100.00, half page 5" x 7.5" $50.00, quarter page (vertical or
horizontal) 5" x 3.75" $25.00, business card size $20.00. Any CPGC member interested in having their
ad appear on a coordinated page of CPGC members may send a camera ready ad or good clean copy of
two (2) business cards along with $20.00 payable to NERGC to Bonnie Norman, 275 Timrod Trail,
Manchester CT 06040, or to CPGC, P. O. Box 4273, Hartford CT 06147-4273 by November 14, 1996.
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All other advertising copy may be mailed, along with payment, to Janice Burkhart, NERGC Advertising
Coordinator, 263 S. Worcester St, Norton MA 02766. Each member organization will receive one page in the
syllabus in which they can advertise their society, etc. Persons can list queries in a conference bulletin at the
rate of $5.00 for 50 words (prior to January 15, 1997) or $10.00 for 50 words (after January 15, 1997).

Federation of Genealogical Societies Conference, Unlock Your Heritage with Creative Problem
Solving, is scheduled for September 3-6, 1997 in Dallas Texas. Nearly 2,000 genealogists are expected to
gather at the luxurious Hyatt Regency Dallas to hear top speakers in the field present more than 90 lectures
during the three day man conference and the one-day Society Management pre-conference. There will be an
exhibit hall with more than 100 vendors displaying, demonstrating and selling genealogical wares of all
varicties, from century-old books to the latest in software and CD-ROM products. For more information
about the conference, you may write to 1997 FGS/DGS Conference, Federation of Genealogical Societies, P.
O. Box 830220, Richardson TX 75083-0220, call 214-907-9727, or e-mail 103074.1721@compuserve.com.
Also visit the Federation's home page at http://www.connect.net/beau/tgs/fgs.htm.

Any Legislation for the coming year will be discussed at a future meeting. Warren Buchanan
mentioned that our state archives is next to last on the list of state archives throughout the U. S. in regard to
funding by their Legislature. CT has one of the richest historical and genealogical treasurers in the U. S., yet
our resource facility is clearly being disregarded by the majority of our legislative members.

OLD BUSINESS: CT State Library Member Survey: Warren Buchanan stated that he has not received
input from members regarding suggestions (pro or con) for the CT State Library History & Genealogy Unit.
Members present recommended that security be improved in the History and Genealogy Unit by requiring that
persons not be allowed to bring their large bags and back packs into the library reading area. Lockers are
currently provided by patron request. Bonnie Norman believes that books are missing from when she was
there the last time. Dianne Lenti recommended that the Library consider placing the 1917 CT Military Census
INDEX microfilm in a cabinet within the reading arca which would allow for easier accessibility by patrons.
The actual census microfilm would remain in the archives; being accessible by written requisition only.

New Member Recommendation Cards: Bob Bamford has developed a postcard format which
enclosed with this mailing. Please return it to us, filling in the name of a friend, co-worker or fellow
genealogist who you feel would like to join CPGC.

Ancestors; A Family History Series for PBS: Everyone was reminded to contact their local PBS
station, recommending that they air this series beginning in January of 1997. This is a very professional series
of 10 half-hour programs, hosted by genealogists Jim and Terry Willard. Episodes are: (1) Getting Started,
Q) Looking at Home, (3) Gathering Family Stories, (4) The Paper Trail, (5) Libraries and Archives, (6)
Census and Military Records, (7) African American Families, (8) Your Medical Heritage, (9) High Tech
Help, (10) Leaving a Legacy. For additional information, you may contact Ancestors on-line at:
http://www.kbyu. byu.edu/ancestors. We will discuss our response to this programming at the November
meeting,

NEW BUSINESS: Home Page: Members discussed the possibility of having a home page on the Internet.
This will be discussed further at a later time. Another suggestion was to contact local PBS TV or radio
stations requesting air time for a Genealogy Question & Answer session.

According to State Archivist Mark Jones, The Historical Records Advisory Committee has an
opening for some additional board members. Motion was made and approved to nominate Donna
Siemiatkoski. (1) Helen Ulimann (2) Neil Sundt. A second motion was made and approved to nominate
Robert Rafford (1) Warren Buchanan (2) Bonnie Norman. Both nominations will be presented to the
Historical Records Advisory Commission for recommendation to Governor John Rowland for appointment.

Meeting Adjourned: 11:45 a.m.

Biors B Lind: Rondlng drly
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NEWS OF GENERAL INTEREST:

Update on the scheduled three to four month closing of New England Historic Genealogical Society
Library (Dec 1996-Mar 1997). The upcoming renovation of the library is to meet the needs of a growing
membership and an active base of library users. The renovation will upgrade the reference library on the sixth
floor, add a fifth floor reading room, create a state-of-the-art microtext center on the fourth floor, make all
public rooms accessible to disabled persons, expand seating, provide a better climate for older books and
manuscripts and increase security of the collections. Benefits of this renovation will include added space for
more books, journals and microforms. There will be double the current capacity of storage cabinets, more
terminals for on-line catalog and CD-ROM resources as well as nearly double the current seating capacity. To
accommodate member services during the renovation, NEHGS will be offering some reference works,
computer and microfilm/fiche resources plus other materials in the rotunda and the Ruth C. Bishop Reading
Room. The Circulating Library will be unaffected, and a full schedule of educational programs, lectures and
weekend seminars will continue to be offered.

COMING EVENTS
>>>>>>>>>NOTICE PROGRAM CHANGE FOR NOVEMBER ANNUAL MEETING<<<<<<<<<<

November 6-9, 1996 - CSG Washington DC trip

November 14, 1996 - CPCG Annual Meeting, Hartford CT; Walter Hickey will present an overview
of the "Holdings of the Federal Archives branch at Pittsfield MA.

November 16 - CSG Meeting; Richard Roberts "CT State Library Holdings"

December 5, 1996 - CPGC Meeting, Hartford CT; '"Business Concerns for the Genealogist"
by Judith M. Plummer, Tax Consultant and past Presxdent of the CT Society of Genealogists.

January 12-19, 1997 - CSG Salt Lake City trip

February 6, 1997 - CPCG Meeting; Paul Costa "CT Native American Researc "

March 6, 1997 - CPGC Meeting; program to be announced

March 13, 1997 - CSG Trip to Albany NY

March 22, 1997 - Descendants of Founders of Ancient Windsor, (DFAW) Spring Luncheon

April 24-27, 1997 - New England Regional Genealogy Conference, Cromwell CT

August 6-20 - King Arthur Country Tour (England) with CT Heritage Tours.
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>)>)>)> MEMBER TO SEND IN YOUR MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL (<(<(<(<
>)>)>)>)>)>) FISCALYEARNOV]-OCT31 (<(((<((<

PROGRAM: Dianne Lenti gave a short presentation regarding "tips” about city directories and the 1917
Connecticut Military Census, followed up with two problem cases presented for member consideration.

A City Directory "tip" is to check the directory table of contents. Some directories contain pertinent
lists of information. Be on the lookout for listings of births, marriages, deaths (necrology), divorces,
migrations (removals), newspapers (arcawide), obsolete town names, military volunteers / draftees,
photograph index, changes received too late for publication and subjects from previous directories no longer
being printed. This seems to be particularly true during the later part of the 19th century into the carly years of
the 20th century. Dianne has begun compiling a list of Connecticut directories which list these items in an
attempt to track all years that such lists are included in Connecticut town/city directories.

The CT Military Census of 1917; basically a "manpower" census of all male inhabitants in the state
of CT over the age of sixteen was taken in 1917-18. The index and the census are both available on microfilm
at the CT State Archives. Each index, arranged by town and then alphabetically by surname within each town,
lists the name, address and form number for each person. The form number is your key to finding the census
survey form. You must request to see the index microfilm. The actual census record microfilm may be
accessed by any person with a current archives pass who completes a written archival request. (Source: An
Introduction to The Connecticut Military Census of 1917, prepared by Dr. Mark H. Jones, State Archivist,
Connecticut State Library.)

Problem Case # 1: "WHO ARE THOMAS and WILIIAM DYER? Possibly Brothers or Cousins!"
In 1827, WILLIAM DYER married Jane Cummi widow of Jonathan Phillips) at Somers, Tolland
Countv, CT. William d 1836 Somers CT. Jane Dyer d 1875 West Springfield MA; death certificate listed her
as b Gilead ME, F: Joseph Cummings, M: Hannah. William Dyer and Jane Cummings had four children; all
born Somers CT. Sarah b 1827, Joseph b 1830, Charlotte b 1833, Laura Jane b 1837. Related surnames:
CUMMINGS, DANDURAND, DYER, WASHBURN, WILLEY.

In 1829 THOMAS DYER married Lucretia Willar u of Isaac Willard an igail Park) at Worcest
Worcester County, MA. Thomas d 1864 Worcester MA. Thomas Dyer and Lucretia Willard had four

children; all born at Worcester MA. Charles b 1831, Thomas b 1833, Lucretia b 1835, Ellen b 1839. Related
surnames: BARNARD (Wisconsin), DYER, ELDER, FLETTER (lllinois), HANIS, HYDE, LAWRENCE
(Indiana). Family folklore "Joseph & Lucretia Dyer were 1st cousins”, "Parents 1of William and Thomas
Dyer died from sickness / disease in the South and the boys were sent north to live with relatives”. Sources
searched include vital, church, probate, cemetery and land records of Somers, Ellington and Stafford CT,
Springfield and Worcester MA. U. S. Federal Census records and published family histories (all related
names) at CT State Library, CT Historical Society and NEHGS Library have been searched. Members
suggest that Dianne study all census records again, looking particularly at the ones applicable to the children of
William and Thomas.

Problem Case # 2: "SORTING AND RELATING THE IRISH BROCKWAYS OF
CONNECTICUT" (Note: All records for persons mentioned here show them born "Ireland" . Marriage and
baptism records [below] are at St. Mary's Church, Derby CT, unless otherwise noted.)

In 1840, at East Hartford CT, Patrick Brockway is listed on the U. S. Census with other household
members; later moving to South Windsor CT where he died in 1864. His family consisted of his wife Ann
(Simpson), children William, James and Elizabeth.

In 1850, at Seymour CT, Michael (70), Ellen (60), Daniel (27), Nicholas (23), Elizabeth (23) Brockway
are listed on the U. S. Census. On 27 Nov 1851, a Nicholas Brockway m Jane Hogan and on 8 Jan 1852
Nicholas Brockway m Jane Shay (aka Ann Shay in all other records). Later records prove that the later
Nicholas is the same person who was listed in the 1850 census at Seymour CT, and had several children
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baptized (with wife Ann Shay/Shea). The earliest baptism being on 13 Jan 1853 (dau Catherine). In the
mezntime, during Nov _ 1852, Nicholas Brockway and Jane Hogan have a son Nicholas baptized. A
cemetery stone for "Nicholas Brockway of Dublin Ircland died 19 Sep 1858, age 81" (no death record has
been found).Family believes this is the father of Daniel and Nicholas, and brother of Patrick. Are we dealing
with two Nicholas Brockways who married within one and a half months of each other; or are there
errors in the priest's recordings at the Catholic Church in Derby? The questions remains. Dianne has
viewed the original church entries and they appear to have been made sequentially. Taking a look at Daniel;
listed on the 1850 Census (age 27). On 14 Dec 1851 Daniel Brockway and Mary Kerwin have a son Nicholas
baptized (no birth record has been found for this child; and no marriage record found for Daniel Brockway
and Mary Kerwin.) On 5 Jan 1853 Daniel Brockway and Mary have a son William baptized. Additional
records show that Daniel, Mary and William later move to Windsor CT and remain in the area until the time
of Mary's death in April of 1887. In 1895 Daniel Brockway dies at Holyoke MA and is buried in the same
plot with "Nicholas Brockway" at St. Mary's cemetery, Windsor Locks CT. CT sources include town vital,
church, cemetery, probate and land records at Derby, East Hartford, Hartford, Manchester, Seymour, South
Windsor, Windsor and Windsor Locks. Naturalization records and newspapers have also been searched.
Helen Ullmann suggested that Dianne chart the carly baptisms of children for Nicholas and Jane Hogan, and
those for Nicholas and Ann Shay/Shea with the birth records recorded at Seymour and/or Derby CT.

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>><<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<

MEMBERS ARE ENCOURAGED TO WRITE OR COMMENT REGARDING:

. IDEAS FOR UPCOMING PROGRAMS

. EVENTS THAT SHOULD BE LISTED IN OUR "COMING EVENTS"

° NEWS OF OTHER STATES LAWS THAT MAY PERTAIN TO US ALL

) ITEMS YOU WOULD LIKE TO SEE PUT ON OUR MEETING AGENDA
. GENEALOGICAL HINTS AND HELPERS

. IDEAS OF ANY TYPE THAT MIGHT ENHANCE OUR COUNCIL

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>><<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<

DON'T MISS UPCOMING ISSUES OF OUR NE WS & MINUTES! RENEW TODAY!
WE APPRECIATE HAVING YOU AS A MEMBER!
THANK YOU!

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>><<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<
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Connecticut Professional Geneaiogica: Coulicii
P. 0. Box 4273
Hartford CT 06147-4273 weew L
NEXT MEETING
"Holdings of the Pittsfield MA
Federal Archives Branch"
Thursday - 10:00 A.M. Barbara J Mathews
November 14, 1996 18 Blogsom St.
CT Historical Society Lexington MA 02173-8110
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