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NEXT MEETING
THURSDAY JUNE §, 1997 10:00 A-M.
*» CONNECTICUT STATE LIBRARY **
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VIAY 1997 PROGRAM: CIVIL WAR MANUSCRIPTS. We wish to thank Kelly Nokn for ber fine
presentation regarding Civil War manuscripts that are held at the Connecticut Historical Society. Kelly, a Librarian
at the society, had reviewed over three hundred manuscript collections in preparation for this presentation. She is
analyzing the content of these manuscripts, and others, with an aim toward publishing a bibliography. Her analysis
revealed that time and poor quality ink or pencil along with blots, blotches and/or dirt have taken their toll on
some of the manuscript materials. Paper was very scarce during the war and Kelly found letters that were written
on every bit of available space; including the edges.

She told us about the experiences and private thoughts conveyed by the soldiers to their families and loved
ones back home. One such soldier was Frederick Hooker of Farmington CT, who was tuned down for the draft
at New Haven. He set off to New London and got accepted for the draft on his third try. He served with the 2nd
CT Heavy Artillery in Cold Harbor, Petersburg and beyond. Then there is the story of Charles Doyle of New
Haven CT, who served with the 15th CT Volunteers. He wrote home about sceing a local "belle” smoke a clay
pipe, African-American workers who were very industrious, and area black women who would walk many miles
to pick up the soldier's wash for five cents each. In January 1864 seventy men died of yellow fever; including
Charles Doyle.

Another was John Crosby, a barber, of Middletown CT, who began his service one and a half years after
the war commenced. He served with the 24th CT Volunteers; traveled down the Mississippi River, writing of
Port Hudson and Irish Bend LA. John Kusner of Hartford CT, age cighteen, wrote to his fiancee "Ellen" of his
service with the 16th CT Volunteers; of their capture and time served at Andersonville. The men of the 16th
ripped their flag into shreds and pieces were given to each of them. Later these pieces were collected and put
together in a shield; now on display at the CT State Capitol.

B A smaller manuscript collection, such as the "Brooks Family Papers” may contain letters like the one to
Jophronia Barber from Albion Brooks of Bridgeport, Henry Sexton and Isaac Tuller of Canton CT, thanking her
for the knitted mittens. Later all three were killed in the war.
If you wish to see one of the Civil War manuscript collections at the Connecticut Historical
Society, ask for the manuscript by regiment, then search within the regiment.
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P S- S 1 1997
Meeting held at Connecticut Historical Society, 1 Elizabeth Street, Hartford Connecticut

Attending: Judith Plummer, Warren Buchanan, Dianne B. Lenti, Neil Sundt, Robert Rafford, Ron Cormier,
Harlan Jessup, Betty Chapman, Bob Bamford, Jack Kuras, Kate Fitzpatrick and guest speaker Kelly Nolin.
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BUSINESS MEETING was called to order at 11:00 a.m. by Judith Plummer.

Secretary's report of April 3, 1997 was read and accepted with one correction in the last paragraph. Town
Clerks should read "Warren Buchanan" stated that Stamford CT..... (not Harlan Jessup).

Treasurer's report was read and placed on file for audit with cash on hand of $468.92. There was a $50.00
expense for the booth at the NERGC in April; with $25.00 of that collected back from members who displayed
materials on the table. The treasurer also reported that the NERGC made money and profits will be split among
the participating societies.

We wish to thank Judith Plummer for the publications regarding probate and state archival records which were
given to all persons present. They were: "Guidelines for Administration of Decedent's Estates” and "Department
of Public Records Administrator and State Archives Guide to the Records of the Judicial Department; State
Archives Record Group No. 3": 1997.

OLD BUSINESS: Speakers Bureau: A list was printed up and distributed at the New England Regional
Genealogical Conference (copy enclosed). Thanks to member Bonnie Norman for taking on this project and
following through with the list in time for the conference. Kate Fitzpatrick has stated that she can continue to
update the list as needed. Members present mentioned that the Southern Connecticut Library Council also has a
list of persons available to speak. Member List: Robert Rafford apologized for any errors that may have }
appeared in our current member list. Current publication review committee members are Robert Rafford and Neil
Sundt. If anyone needs to have a change made to their listing; please contact Robert Rafford directly.

Legislative Update: Archival Funding Bill #867 will allow $5.00 to be assessed on every land transaction, of
which $2.50 remains at the town clerk level and $2.50 will go to a state fund, to be used for preservation of
archives. Bill # 914; "An Act Concerning divorce and marriage records did not pass; therefore town clerks will
continue to send copies of marriage records to the CT Department of Health for access at one place. This is a
very important issue. If anything were to happen to records at a town level, then the only copy would be lost.
With the failure of this bill, we are assured that a duplicate copy is being retained at a state level. CT Department
of Health: continues to have all birth, marriage and death records at an off-site storage. Any contract for
microfilming said records is still in the discussion stage. CPGC is very discouraged by the fact that the records
have not been microfilmed to date, and/or that a contract has not been signed for microfilming of the 100 years of
vital records.

NEW BUSINESS: CT Dept of Health, Vital Records Section: Warren Buchanan stated that John Boccaccio
recently told him of possible counterfeiting of the CSG membership cards. All such incidents should be reported
to the member society as well at the CT Dept of Health. Town Vital Record Offices: Bridgeport is open to
researchers on each Tuesday and Thursday from 9-11am and 1-3 pm only. New Haven is also limiting hours of
access; on Wednesday a.m. of each week. One CPGC member recently wrote to Norwalk City Clerk for a birth
record (rather than bother them in person), and received a reply that they did not have such a record. He then
traveled to Norwalk, a three to four hour round trip; finding the birth record to be there; at which time he received
a certified copy. Any member who has had a good and/or bad experience with a Connecticut town clerk is
encouraged to forward their comments to Warren Buchanan.

Adjourned: 12:05 p.m. (1) Harlan Jessup (2) Ron Cormier
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SPEAKER LIST - CONNEC1ICUL FPKULESSIUINAL ULINLALUULID LD LUvULIYCAL,

Speaker

Topic

Duration

Dr Robert L. Rafford

57 Clear View Knoll
Middlebury, CT 06762
(203) 758-9798

e-mail robraff @snet.net

“Climbing Your Family Tree”

45 minute
presentation with additional
discussion as time permits

Donna Holt Siemiatkoski

P.O. Box 605

Windsor, CT 06095

(860) 688-6822

e-mail ctherserv@juno.com or
e-mail DonnaSiem@aol.com

“Basic Connecticut Research”
“Connecticut Church Records”
“Primary Records in Connecticut”
“Stuck in Early Connecticut”
“Non-English in Early New England”

“Why & How to do Family History Research”

Duration: 60 minutes each topic
plus question and answer period

R E YOU

INTERESTED IN

SEEING Y OU R NAME ADDED
o) THIS LIST 2?27?22
F s O, PLEASE SEND Y OUR NAME AND ADDRESS, ALONG
ITH A LIST OF TOPICS AND LENGTH OF DURATTION
OR EACH T O cPGC, P O BOX 4273, HARTFORD, CT 06147-4273

04/17/97
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"COMING EVENTS

——
—

June 5, 1997 - CPGC Meeting; CT State Library, 10:00 a.m.

July 19, 1997 - Trip to NEHGS; CSG / CT Heritage Tours

July 25-26, 1997 - NEHGS/NY G&BS Conference, Tarrytown NY

August 6-20 - King Arthur Country Tour (England & Wales); CT Heritage Tours
September 3-6, 1997 - National Conference at Dallas TX; sponsored by FGS & DGS
September 12-13 - NEHGS, Third Irish Genealogical Conference, Andover MA

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>><<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>><<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<

TIPS AND HINTS:

WORLD W REGIS TION RECO :

WWI DRAFT REGISTRATION records for New England are available on microfilm at the New England
Regional Archives in Waltham, MA. Those who registered for the draft were born between 1873 and 1900.
These records are helpful if you have a "missing person” during that time period. There is not an index for these
records, but they are arranged by state, county and draft board(s) within the county.

e June 5, 1917 - All men aged twenty-one to thirty-one. These records list the place of birth,
occupation, dependents, if bald, married or single, previous military service and grounds for
exemption.

e June 5, 1918 - All men who had become twenty-one years old since the previous registration. These
records list the birthplace and father’s birthplace.

o August 24, 1918 - All men who had become twenty-one ycars of age after June 5, 1918. List items
same as above.

e September 12, 1918 - All men age cighteen to twenty-one and thirty-one to forty-five. These records
list occupation and whether an Indian or non-citizen.

WWII DRAFT REGISTRATION cards for men ages forty-five to sixty-five; born between 28 April 1877 and
16 February 1897, are on file at the New England National Archives branch in Waltham MA. Any remaining
registrations for WWII are at the federal records centers and are in the custody of the Selective Service System.
Selective Service records from 1940-1975 are in ledger books and are available to the public. They give name,
birthdate and military status. If amyone would like this information; write to National Headquarters, Selective
Service System, Washington DC 20435.

WWII RECORDS AT THE CT STATE ARCHIVES. Located in RG 12; as follows:

Gold Star Lists, 1940-1945; listing person who died in the service.

Card List of WWII dead; 1940-1945; gives name, address, age, rank, date and place of death, plus other data.
Correspondence, administrative papers and data files; 1944-1957.

WWI Honor Rolls, 1945-1966.

Service Records; 1940-45. Listed by town and then by surname.

Addtional records; see RG 12 at CT State Library.
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Connecticut Professional Genealogists Council : i
P. 0. Box 4273 cod
Hartford CT 06147-4273 G et o

Barbara J] Mathews CG
. 18 Blossom St.
Lexington MA 02173-8110

NEXT MEETING

CT STATE LIBRARY UPDATE
Thursday - 10:00 A.M.

June 5, 1997

CT State Library

Hartford CT
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